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Auxiliary Raises $84,500 Through Laughs

Hermosa Beach, CA: Sometimes it helps
to laugh, so on May 2 at the Comedy and
Magic Club, the South Bay Auxiliary of
Harbor Interfaith Services provided the
chance. It produced its Fourth Annual,
evening of laughs to raise money for the
agency. By night’s end, our Children’s
Center had $84,500 more dollars in
support.

The evening
headliner was Ismo
Leikola, a Finnish
comedian who has
appeared on NBC’s

Last  Call  the
Conan O ’Brien
show, and

elsewhere. Leikola
poked fun at the
complicated English language and social
customs.

“The English language is so hard,” he
said. “It has lots of silent letters. Like
letters that you write down, but never
say. Like shhh. That letter is only for the
paper, not for the mouth. I have a secret
for you. They are unnecessary. But I
have an idea. Since you have silent
letters, why don’t you have silent

Kenya O’Neil: Mother of Two

The Auxiliary’s Comedy & Magic
Night’s activities included a success
story told by one of Harbor Interfaith’s
clients, Kenya O’Neil. Ms. O’Neil is a
single mother of twin 13-year-old
daughters.

The family had been living with a
roommate until the roommate vacated
the apartment without notice. Ms. O’Neil
was unable to pay the rent on her own so
she left the apartment and moved in with
family. The family environment was
abusive, so she had to leave, making
Kenya and the children homeless. They
lived in a car before seeking help from
Harbor Interfaith (HIS).

numbers? 1 think
that would be more
useful. Like
saying, ‘I owe you
$70,> instead of
saying $75.”

Another comedian
who took the stage
was one of
Hollywood’s most recognizable faces,
Larry Miller. Miller has appeared in over
100 film and TV shows. He began his
career with a memorable cameo as the
brown-nosing store manager in Pretty
Woman, and has since performed in films
such as Best in Show, and The Princess
Diaries I & 1.

“We, in one generation, have gone so
very far from toughness,” Miller said.
“Your parents were twice as tough as
you. Their parents were twice as tough as
them. It keeps going back. My father had
three jobs, went to school at night, had a
house and a mortgage. I have built none
of these things. If I just go to the bank
and the drycleaners, I need a nap.”

inspiring
O’Neil, a

The evening included a
presentation by Kenya

HIS enrolled the family in our
Accelerated Learning & Living Program
(ALL). ALL is a transitional housing
program for homeless families in which
the head of household improves the
family’s finances by getting additional
education. ALL provides support for the
education and helps the family find
permanent housing.

While with ALL, Ms. O’Neil worked
part-time as a freelance make-up artist
and completed her educational goal of
becoming a cosmetologist. She passed
the State Board exam and is now a
licensed cosmetologist.

homeless client on her way to self-
empowerment. There was also a raffle,
live auction, fund-a-need opportunity,
and meal. Eleven auction items were
presented including a VIP pass for four
to the Magic Castle, a boat ride on a Los
Angeles Fire Department fireboat, and a
five-night vacation in Maui.

The event’s donors are listed on the
inside, but we wanted to bring attention
to the lead sponsors, including Torrance
Memorial Medical Center, PDM
Certified Public Accountants, June and
George Romine, Anne St. Cyr-Vista
Sotheby’s International Realty,
Continental Development Corp.,
American Honda Motor Co., Janet and
Stewart Paperin, Kathy and Howard
Siegel, Susan and Ron Maehl, Peta and
Chris Noble, and John Spielman and
Kathy Christie.

A Dbig thanks to the event committee
chaired by Christine Accavitti, and to the
Auxiliary President Anne St. Cyr and
the group’s members. Thanks to them,
children of the homeless and working
poor will receive care and education.
The Children’s Center provides licensed
care for over 125 children per year.

Today, Ms.
O’Neil has a
new job and
has moved
into
permanent
housing.
Next, she
wants to
become a
Licensed
Barber, adding that to her list of skills.

Inside: Comedy & Magic Donor List
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Magic Night was held on
Wednesday, May 2nd at the
Comedy & Magic Club in
Hermosa Beach. The comedians
were hilarious, energetic and
really engaged the audience. I
thought the live auction was
especially fun! It was a night
filled to the brim with laughter
and a lot of discussion about an
organization we are all so
committed to.

Due to the Auxiliary’s concerted
efforts, a whopping $84,500 was
raised for the children’s center!
The effects of preschool on a
child’s life are long-lasting and
life-changing; especially for “at

risk” children. Those who do not attend preschool are 60% more likely
not to go to college and are 70% more likely to be arrested for a violent
crime. With the money raised, we can continue to change the lives of

the children who come to our doorstep.

My deepest gratitude to the Auxiliary for coordinating and executing

such a successful event.

As the newly-elected Board Chair, I look

forward to assisting in whatever way possible to ensure the success and
growth of Harbor Interfaith Services’ Comedy & Magic Night. Can’t

wait for next year!

Thank You to the Event’s Donors

The South Bay Auxiliary of Harbor Interfaith Services and Harbor Interfaith Services thanks the 125 donors who made the evening
a success. We were humbled by their generosity.

Bronze, $10,000+
Torrance Memorial Medical Ctr.

Opal, $5,000 to $9,999
Clark and Sue Johnson
PDM Cert. Public Accountants
George and June Romine
Monique Thorrington

Emerald, $1,000 to $4,999
American Honda Motor Company
Cynthia and John Bartlett
Kathy Christie and John Spielman
Priscilla Clark
Claire Coignard
Continental Development
Scott Donnelly

Fletcher and Julaina Larson
Susan and Ron Maehl

John and Barbara Menzelos
Steve Morikawa

Sheri and Alex Nikolakopulos
Chris and Peta Noble
Palladian Partners LLC

Janet Paperin




CONNECTED, Vol. 20, No. 2, Summer 2018 Page Three
David Hathaway
Lorna Interian
Donna Johnson
Paula Jones
Mildred Jones
Sheri Kapust
Adrianne Kaufman
Jesse Kent
Linda Klingner
Anne Laguzza
Robin Lambert
David Leaf
Roberta Lester
Michelle Lindgren
LA Football Club
Michele Lulejian
‘ ) Mary Malone
i : . - : Carollyn Maynard
At the event L/R: Tahia Hayslet, Executive Director; Anne St. Cyr, Auxiliary Connie McOsker
President; Christine Accavitti, Event Chair, Nanci Browning, Past President. )
Medawar Fine Jewelers
George and Peggy Mercer
The Point Musick, Peeler & Garrett LLP MichaelAngelo Music
Anne Rissler Nola Mihlsten
Al Roebuck Quartz, Under $500 gaiahe 11:/141;11& Hori
Kathy and Howard Siegel Airtech International L(?uei:: M (l)riearr_t o
Rebecca and Craig Sommerstein Roxane Bakerii ) Y
. J1an The Music Center
Southbay Magazine Catherine Barrow Lorraine Nelson
Anne St. Cyr Russell Barto Cheri Newell
Cheryl Beed Pope Glenda Owens
Jade, $500 to $999 ) ) Cynthia Percz
Christine Accavitti Patrllcl.< Cahill Melissa Piper
Nanci Browning Christine Cheatham William Rees
Andrea Burrill Bob Coffey Nicole Reilley
Becky Cool Joan Connaghan Fred Roberts
. Coyne USA Salon Republic
Ann De Briere . .
. Hollidae Cruse Deborah and Nicholas Sampson
El Capitan Canyon Sharon Cutcliffe Hillary Sawchuk
F. Henry Advisors Michele Dahlerbruch Margarita Schweisberger
Dwayne and Lena Horii Del Amo Construction Mary-Gene Slaven
George Kallis Kathleen Edler Sean Steichen
Sherry Kramer Richard Ellingson William Stieritz
Judy Leach Engelman Family Trust Karen Stockbridge
Andy and Tracy Livian Deborah Eppolito Lorraine Tom
Thomas and Patricia Mchlberg ES?N L{% TravelStor.e (Palos Verdes)
Dr. Ramin Mirhashemi Lori Eurich John Martin Weekley
. i Roslyn Fanello Priscilla Wilke
William and Carol Murin Juli Fennel Marie Williams
Charuni Patibanda Kelley Finan Kathy Wilson
The Ritz Carlton, Laguna Niguel Jan Gardner
Jamie Shaw Bette Golik .
Abby Winston Nancy Gragg Bacl Side:

LA Fire Department

Denise Guzman

25 years on the streets
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The mission of Harbor Interfaith Services is to empower the homeless and working poor to achieve self-sufficiency by providing

support services including shelter, transitional housing, food, job placement, advocacy, childcare, education, and life-skills training.

25 Years on the Streets

Harbor Interfaith Finds Bob a Home

Homelessness is nondiscriminatory. It
happens to people of all ages, and Harbor
Interfaith (HIS) serves them all across the
South Bay, including in San Pedro, Long
Beach, the Peninsula, the Beach
Communities, and as far north as
Inglewood. We are the county’s regional
coordinator for the area. To reach
region’s corners, we enlist the help of
subcontracted partners. It was one of
these partners that found Robert (Bob)
Hammond, age 82, on the streets and
brought him to us.

Bob is pictured to the right. He had been
living on the streets for twenty-five years,
most recently on the corner of Magnolia
Ave. and Anaheim St. in Long Beach,
one of the many spots he’d been sleeping
over the years on a blanket spread on

hard pavement.

Bob had gotten used to be homeless,
assuming he’d be living on the streets
until the day he died. It had never
occurred to him to seek help. He thought
that available services were for younger
people who had a life ahead of them.
Many seniors believe this, homeless or
not.

It was on that Magnolia corner where our
subcontractor, the Long Beach Multi
Service Center Outreach Team, found
Bob and connected him to us.

We located a home for Bob at Century
Villages at Cabrillo, a 27-acre campus of
housing geared designed to break the
cycle of homelessness. HIS places

clients in two of the Villages many
buildings, providing case management
for our clients in residence.

Above, Bob holds the key to his new
home. He is also working on completing
his GED and wants to become a
counselor to give back, helping others
like him to get off the streets.

Hope and a future are possible at any age.



